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CREDITORS of the N African Cumpam. 
| HEN Suggeſtions are thrown out on the one Side, to induce © 
the LeorsLaTurE to transfer the African Company's Forts and 
Settlements to a New Company, veſted with a Joint Stock, with- 
f out hinting at any Equivalent; Proviſion, or Security for the Ce- 
ditors; and Attempts are made on the other, to depreciate the Utility, and leſſen 
the Value thereof, with Intent that they may be either zotally abandoned, or 22 
(what is much the ſame) left to moulder away in the Hands of an inſolvent Com 7 7 
pany, and ſo the Creditors be ſtri ped of their Security, and prevented from re- WY - 
ceiving any Equivalent; or Proviſion whatſoever; at ſuch 4 Time, it cannot 
ſurely be thought Preſumption in the Creditors, modeſtly to aſſert their Claim | 
to the ſaid Forts and Settlements, and to point out the Value and Importance 32 
they are of to the Publick, © A | ä 1 
It is well known; that in the Caſe of Corporations, which are mere artificial 1 
Beings, their Creditors have, properly, no perſonal Demand, nor indeed any re! Jo -- 
Object for their Security; but the Eſtates and Poſſeſſions of theſe political Br? = 
tities z ſo that the transferring the Forts and Settlements, of the preſent Company <a 
to any other, without an adequate Satisfaction to the Creditors, would be to de- ö ä 
prive them of the only legal Remedy they have; an Hardſhip they are ſure 
a Britiſh Hovsz of 'Commons will never think of putting upon ſo great a Num- 
ber of his Majeſty's innocent Subjects, 3 "IF 
True it is, that the ſaid Forts and Settlements, if ſuffered to remain in the. 
Hands of the preſent Company, cannot be ſupported without the Aſſiſtance of 
the Publick, who (it may be ſaid) are not bound to keep up the Security; or 
ſatisfy the Demands of imprudent, altho* innocent Creditors, 7 | | 
In Anſwer to this, they beg Leave to obſerve; that the LEOISLTIATURE having 
for many Years thought fit to grant a Publitk Aid for the Maintenance and -. 
Support of the ſaid Forts and Settlements, they have thereby occaſioned their 
being conſidered, as; in ſome ſort, belonging to the Publict, and induced man 
Perſons to intruſt the Company with ſundry Stores and Merchandizes, neceſſary - - 
for their Support, which otherwiſe from the Notoriety of the ſaid Company's I-. 
ſolvency; they would not have done: And therefore the ſaid Creditors humbly” 
ſubmit it to the Honcur and Equity of PARLIAMENT, whether (even ſuppoſing” the | 
faid Forts and Settlements were of no Value) they would think it tight to with- ©. 
draw their Protection, and leave the Creditors (whoſe Subſtance has gone towards | 
maintaining theſe publick Works) to ſeek their Remedy from a Heap of Ruins on 
the Coaſt of Africa. 2 . 
They likewiſe ſubmit it to the WViſdom of PARLIAugxvr, whether (not- 
withſtanding all that deſigning Men have urged to the contrary) theſe Forts and 
Settlements have not been very uſeful; and may not be- rendered yet more beneficial © _ 2 
to the Nation? They doubt not but it will be conſidered, that Negroes are eſſentially F 
neceſſary for our American Plantations; that the beſt Negroes are bought on thoſe | 
Coaſts, where the Company's Forts and Settlements are; that from thoſe Coaſts we 
import Gold, Ivory, Bees-Wax, Beaver, and many other valuable Commodities, in 
return for Britiſh Manufactures, and the Produce of our Eaſl- India Trade; that 
without ſuch Forts and Settlements, we cannot without difficulty, hope to protect, 


or even in Caſes of Diſtreſs, to relieve our Ships trading to thoſe Coalls, or to ſecure * 4 | 7 4 
the Inland Trade, either againſt the barbarows Nurives, or ur much more formidable | | * 
European Enemies and Rivals in Trade; and laſtly; that the Policy of other Nations 1 


has led them to erect, improve, and ſecure the lite Forts and Settlements in Africa, 

as well for the Protection of their m] Commerce, as for annoying; and, if poſſible, 

ruining that of Great Britain, | 2 6 
, The Creditors do not take upon them to inſtruct the LEOGISLATURE, as to tlie 

Method proper to be taken for rendering our ſaid Forts and Settlements moſt 

Advantagous, or leaſt Burthenſome to the Nation; but they flatter themſelves, that 

in whatever Shape the Publick Wiſdom ſhall think proper to diſpoſe thereof, they 
may be deemed worthy Objects of Compaſſion, and receive ſuch Relief, as-is ſuitable  - 
to the Hardſhip of their Caſe, and becoming the Munificence of a. Britiſh Parliament. 
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